Title List
Our Read Around Yolo program currently offers fiction and non-fiction books for discussion groups. Bags include 10
copies of the book, 1 set of discussion questions, 1 set of discussion leader tips, and 1 sign-out sheet.

Adult Titles
The 19th Wife by David Ebershoff
It is 1875, and Ann Eliza Young has recently separated from her powerful husband, Brigham Young, prophet and leader
of the Mormon Church. Expelled and an outcast, Ann Eliza embarks on a crusade to end polygamy in the United States. A
rich account of her family’s polygamous history is revealed, including how both she and her mother became plural wives.
Yet soon after Ann Eliza’s story begins, a second exquisite narrative unfolds–a tale of murder involving a polygamist
family in present-day Utah. Jordan Scott, a young man who was thrown out of his fundamentalist sect years earlier, must
reenter the world that cast him aside in order to discover the truth behind his father’s death. And as Ann Eliza’s narrative
intertwines with that of Jordan’s search, readers are pulled deeper into the mysteries of love, family, and faith.
100-Year-Old Man Who Jumped Out the Window and Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson
After a long and eventful life, Allan Karlsson ends up in a nursing home, believing it to be his last stop. The only problem
is that he's still in good health, and in one day, he turns 100. A big celebration is in the works, but Allan really isn't
interested (and he'd like a bit more control over his vodka consumption). So he decides to escape. He climbs out the
window in his slippers and embarks on a hilarious and entirely unexpected journey, involving, among other surprises, a
suitcase stuffed with cash, some unpleasant criminals, a friendly hot-dog stand operator, and an elephant (not to mention
a death by elephant). It would be the adventure of a lifetime for anyone else, but Allan has a larger-than-life backstory: Not
only has he witnessed some of the most important events of the twentieth century, but he has actually played a key role in
them. Starting out in munitions as a boy, he somehow finds himself involved in many of the key explosions of the
twentieth century and travels the world, sharing meals and more with everyone from Stalin, Churchill, and Truman to Mao,
Franco, and de Gaulle.
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony Doerr, the beautiful, stunningly ambitious instant New York
Times bestseller about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to
survive the devastation of World War II. Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History,
where he works as the master of its thousands of locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a
perfect miniature of their neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home. When she is twelve,
the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure's reclusive
great-uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be the museum's most valuable and
dangerous jewel. In a mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a
crude radio they find. Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins
him a place at a brutal academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the resistance. More and more aware
of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his
story and Marie-Laure's converge.
Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
A powerful, tender story of race and identity by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, the award-winning author of Half of a Yellow
Sun. Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, selfassured Ifemelu heads for America, where despite her academic success, she is forced to grapple with what it means to
be black for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful Obinze had hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, he
instead plunges into a dangerous, undocumented life in London. Fifteen years later, they reunite in a newly democratic
Nigeria, and reignite their passion--for each other and for their homeland.
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The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein
A heart-wrenching but deeply funny and ultimately uplifting story of family, love, loyalty, and hope—a captivating look at
the wonders and absurdities of human life . . . as only a dog could tell it.
Away by Amy Bloom
Panoramic in scope, Away is the epic and intimate story of young Lillian Leyb, a dangerous innocent, an accidental
heroine. When her family is destroyed in a Russian pogrom, Lillian comes to America alone, determined to make her way
in a new land. When word comes that her daughter, Sophie, might still be alive, Lillian embarks on an odyssey that takes
her from the world of the Yiddish theater on New York’s Lower East Side, to Seattle’s Jazz District, and up to Alaska,
along the fabled Telegraph Trail toward Siberia. All of the qualities readers love in Amy Bloom’s work–her humor and wit,
her elegant and irreverent language, her unflinching understanding of passion and the human heart–come together in the
embrace of this brilliant novel, which is at once heartbreaking, romantic, and completely unforgettable.
Beautiful Ruins by Jess Walter
The story begins in 1962. On a rocky patch of the sun-drenched Italian coastline, a young innkeeper, chest-deep in
daydreams, looks out over the incandescent waters of the Ligurian Sea and spies an apparition: a tall, thin woman, a
vision in white, approaching him on a boat. She is an actress, he soon learns, an American starlet, and she is dying. And
the story begins again today, half a world away, when an elderly Italian man shows up on a movie studio's back lot—
searching for the mysterious woman he last saw at his hotel decades earlier. What unfolds is a dazzling, yet deeply
human, roller coaster of a novel, spanning fifty years and nearly as many lives…Gloriously inventive, constantly
surprising, Beautiful Ruins is a story of flawed yet fascinating people, navigating the rocky shores of their lives while
clinging to their improbable dreams.
Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue
A compulsively readable debut novel about marriage, immigration, class, race, and the trapdoors in the American Dream-the unforgettable story of a young Cameroonian couple making a new life in New York just as the Great Recession
upends the economy. Jende Jonga, a Cameroonian immigrant living in Harlem, has come to the United States to provide
a better life for himself, his wife, Neni, and their six-year-old son. In the fall of 2007, Jende can hardly believe his luck
when he lands a job as a chauffeur for Clark Edwards, a senior executive at Lehman Brothers. Clark demands
punctuality, discretion, and loyalty--and Jende is eager to please. Clark's wife, Cindy, even offers Neni temporary work at
the Edwards family summer home in the Hamptons. With these opportunities, Jende and Neni can at last gain a foothold
in America and imagine a brighter future. However, the world of great power and privilege conceals troubling secrets, and
soon Jende and Neni notice cracks in their employers' facades. When the financial world is rocked by the collapse of
Lehman Brothers, the Jongas are desperate to keep Jende's job--even as their marriage threatens to fall apart. As all four
lives are dramatically upended, Jende and Neni are forced to make an impossible choice.
Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End by Atul Gawande (non-fiction)
A prominent surgeon and journalist takes a clear-eyed look at aging and death in 21st-century America. Modern medicine
can perform miracles, but it is also only concerned with preserving life rather than dealing with end-of-life issues. Drawing
on his experiences observing and helping terminally ill patients, Gawande offers a timely account of how modern
Americans cope with decline and mortality.
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates (non-fiction)
Hailed by Toni Morrison as "required reading," this is a bold and personal literary exploration of America's racial history by
"the single best writer on the subject of race in the United States" (The New York Observer). "This is your country, this is
your world, this is your body, and you must find some way to live within the all of it." In a profound work that pivots from
the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the most intimate concerns of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi
Coates offers a powerful new framework for understanding our nation's history and current crisis. Americans have built an
empire on the idea of "race," a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily on the bodies of black women and
men--bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened, locked up, and murdered out of all
proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it? And how can we all honestly reckon with
this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden? Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates's attempt to
answer these questions in a letter to his adolescent son. Coates shares with his son--and readers--the story of his
awakening to the truth about his place in the world through a series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to
Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris, from his childhood home to the living rooms of mothers
whose children's lives were taken as American plunder. Beautifully woven from personal narrative, reimagined history,
and fresh, emotionally charged reportage.
Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty
Sometimes it's the little lies that turn out to be the most lethal. A murder. A tragic accident. Or just parents behaving
badly? What's indisputable is that someone is dead. But who did what? Big Little Lies follows three women, each at a
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crossroads: Madeline is a force to be reckoned with. She's funny and biting, passionate, she remembers everything and
forgives no one. Her ex-husband and his yogi new wife have moved into her beloved beachside community, and their
daughter is in the same kindergarten class as Madeline's youngest. Celeste is the kind of beautiful woman who makes the
world stop and stare. While she may seem a bit flustered at times, who wouldn't be, with those rambunctious twin boys?
New to town, single mom Jane is so young that another mother mistakes her for the nanny. Jane is sad beyond her years
and harbors secret doubts about her son. But why? While Madeline and Celeste soon take Jane under their wing, none of
them realizes how the arrival of Jane and her inscrutable little boy will affect them all. Big Little Lies is a brilliant take on
ex-husbands and second wives, mothers and daughters, schoolyard scandal, and the dangerous little lies we tell
ourselves just to survive.
Bossypants by Tina Fey (non-fiction)
Before Liz Lemon, before "Weekend Update," before "Sarah Palin," Tina Fey was just a young girl with a dream: a
recurring stress dream that she was being chased through a local airport by her middle-school gym teacher. She also had
a dream that one day she would be a comedian on TV. She has seen both these dreams come true. At last, Tina Fey's
story can be told. From her youthful days as a vicious nerd to her tour of duty on Saturday Night Live; from her
passionately halfhearted pursuit of physical beauty to her life as a mother eating things off the floor; from her one-sided
college romance to her nearly fatal honeymoon -- from the beginning of this paragraph to this final sentence. Tina Fey
reveals all, and proves what we've all suspected: You're no one until someone calls you bossy.
Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Olympics by Dan Brown
The Boys in the Boat describes how a group of working class youths from the University of Washington rowing team
emerged from obscurity to defeat a field of elite international rivals at the 1936 Berlin Olympics. Sports fans who love a
good "Cinderella story" will cheer this fast-paced, emotionally charged account of the players' and coaches struggles set
against stark Depression-era realities.
The Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka
A gorgeous novel by the celebrated author of When the Emperor Was Devine that tells the story of a group of young
women brought from Japan to San Francisco as “picture brides” nearly a century ago. In eight unforgettable sections, The
Buddha in the Attic traces the extraordinary lives of these women, from their arduous journeys by boat, to their arrival in
San Francisco and their tremulous first nights as new wives; from their experiences raising children who would later reject
their culture and language, to the deracinating arrival of war. Once again, Julie Otsuka has written a spellbinding novel
about identity and loyalty, and what it means to be an American in uncertain times.
Can’t We Talk About Something More Pleasant? By Roz Chast (non-fiction)
In her first memoir, Roz Chast brings her signature wit to the topic of aging parents. Spanning the last several years of
their lives and told through four-color cartoons, family photos, and documents, and a narrative as rife with laughs as it is
with tears, Chast's memoir is both comfort and comic relief for anyone experiencing the life-altering loss of elderly parents.
When it came to her elderly mother and father, Roz held to the practices of denial, avoidance, and distraction. But when
Elizabeth Chast climbed a ladder to locate an old souvenir from the "crazy closet"-with predictable results-the tools that
had served Roz well through her parents' seventies, eighties, and into their early nineties could no longer be deployed.
Cleopatra: A Life by Stacy Schiff (non-fiction)
Her palace shimmered with onyx and gold but was richer still in political and sexual intrigue. Above all else, Cleopatra was
a shrewd strategist and an ingenious negotiator. She was married twice, each time to a brother. She waged a brutal civil
war against the first and poisoned the second; incest and assassination were family specialties. She had children by
Julius Caesar and Mark Antony, two of the most prominent Romans of the day. With Antony she would attempt to forge a
new empire, in an alliance that spelled both their ends. Famous long before she was notorious, Cleopatra has gone down
in history for all the wrong reasons. Her supple personality and the drama of her circumstances have been lost. In a
masterly return to the classical sources, Stacy Schiff boldly separates fact from fiction to rescue the magnetic queen
whose death ushered in a new world order.
Contents May Have Shifted by Pam Houston local author
Pam Houston’s latest takes us from one breathtaking precipice to the next as we unravel the story of Pam (a character not
unlike the author), a fearless traveler aiming to leave her metaphorical baggage behind as she seeks a comfort zone in
the air. With the help of a loyal cast of friends, body workers, and a new partner who inspires her to appreciate home, she
finally finds something like ground under her feet.
Cooking with Fernet Branca by James Hamilton-Patterson
Gerald Samper, an effete English snob, has his own private hilltop in Tuscany, where he wiles away his time working as a
ghostwriter for celebrities and inventing wholly original culinary concoctions-including ice cream made with garlic and the
bitter, herb-based liqueur of the book's title. Gerald's idyll is shattered by the arrival of Marta, on the run from a crimeLast updated 7/19/18
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riddled former soviet republic. A series of hilarious misunderstandings brings this odd couple into ever closer and more
disastrous proximity.
Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese
Marion and Shiva Stone are twin brothers born of a secret union between a beautiful Indian nun and a brash British
surgeon. Orphaned by their mother’s death and their father’s disappearance, bound together by a preternatural
connection and a shared fascination with medicine, the twins come of age as Ethiopia hovers on the brink of revolution.
Moving from Addis Ababa to New York City and back again, Cutting for Stone is an unforgettable story of love and
betrayal, medicine and ordinary miracles—and two brothers whose fates are forever intertwined.
Dandy Gilver and the Proper Treatment of Bloodstains by Catriona McPherson local author
Welcome to Edinburgh, 1926. Dandy Gilver, a wealthy and witty aristocrat (and sometimes amateur sleuth) receives a
letter from Lollie Balfour, who insists that her husband of five years is having her followed and her mail is being steamed
open. The only way for Dandy to help is by pretending to applying for a job as a lady’s maid in Lollie’s house. Dandy gets
a crash course from her own maid and arrives at 31 Heriot Row, ready to put all of her detection skills to good use. Why
does Mr. Balfour want to get rid of his wife? And can Dandy stay in disguise long enough to evade the villains? Charming
and funny, Dandy Gilver is an irresistible sleuth who is sure to win over mystery lovers everywhere. Readers who can’t get
enough of Dorothy L. Sayers, Barbara Pym, and Dorothy Parker will definitely find a new favorite in Catriona McPherson’s
smart and original mystery Dandy Gilver and the Proper Treatment of Bloodstains.
The Devil’s Highway: A True Story by Luis Alberto Urrea (non-fiction)
The author of "Across the Wire" offers brilliant investigative reporting of what went wrong when, in May 2001, a group of
26 men attempted to cross the Mexican border into the desert of southern Arizona. Only 12 men came back out. "Superb .
. . Nothing less than a saga on the scale of the Exodus and an ordeal as heartbreaking as the Passion . . . The book
comes vividly alive with a richness of language and a mastery of narrative detail that only the most gifted of writers are
able to achieve.--"Los Angeles Times Book Review."
The Distance Between Us: A Memoir by Reyna Grande
An eye-opening memoir about life before and after illegally emigrating from Mexico to the United States. When Reyna
Grande's father leaves his wife and three children behind in a village in Mexico to make the dangerous trek across the
border to the United States, he promises he will soon return from "El Otro Lado" (The Other Side) with enough money to
build them a dream house where they can all live together. His promises become harder to believe as months turn into
years. When he summons his wife to join him, Reyna and her siblings are deposited in the already overburdened
household of their stern, unsmiling grandmother. The three siblings are forced to look out for themselves; in childish
games they find a way to forget the pain of abandonment and learn to solve very adult problems. When their mother at
last returns, the reunion sets the stage for a dramatic new chapter in Reyna's young life: her own journey to "El Otro Lado"
to live with the man who has haunted her imagination for years, her long-absent father. In this extraordinary memoir,
award-winning writer Reyna Grande vividly brings to life her tumultuous early years, capturing all the confusion and
contradictions of childhood, especially one spent torn between two parents and two countries.
The Divide: American Injustice in the Age of the Wealth Gap by Matt Taibbi (non-fiction)
A scathing portrait of an urgent new American crisis. Over the last two decades, America has been falling deeper and
deeper into a statistical mystery: "Poverty goes up. Crime goes down. The prison population doubles." "Fraud by the rich
wipes out 40 percent of the world's wealth. The rich get massively richer. No one goes to jail." In search of a solution,
journalist Matt Taibbi discovered the Divide, the seam in American life where our two most troubling trends--growing
wealth inequality and mass incarceration--come together, driven by a dramatic shift in American citizenship: Our basic
rights are now determined by our wealth or poverty. In "The Divide," Matt Taibbi takes readers on a galvanizing journey
through both sides of our new system of justice--the fun-house-mirror worlds of the untouchably wealthy and the
criminalized poor.
Drowned City: Hurricane Katrina and New Orleans by Don Brown
On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina's monstrous winds and surging water overwhelmed the protective levees around lowlying New Orleans, Louisiana. Eighty percent of the city flooded, in some places under twenty feet of water. Property damages
across the Gulf Coast topped $100 billion. One thousand eight hundred and thirty-three people lost their lives. The tale of this
historic storm and the drowning of an American city is one of selflessness, heroism, and courage -- and also of incompetence,
racism, and criminality. Don Brown's kinetic art and as-it-happens narrative capture both the tragedy and triumph of one of the
worst natural disasters in American history.
The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery
We are in the center of Paris, in an elegant apartment building inhabited by bourgeois families. Rene, the concierge, is
witness to the lavish but vacuous lives of her numerous employers. Outwardly she conforms to every stereotype of the
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concierge: fat, cantankerous, addicted to television. Yet, unbeknownst to her employers, Rene is a cultured autodidact
who adores art, philosophy, music, and Japanese culture. With humor and intelligence, she scrutinizes the lives of the
building’s tenants, who for their part are barely aware of her existence…This is a moving, funny, triumphant novel that
exalts the quiet victories of the inconspicuous among us.
The End of Your Life Book Club by Will Schwalbe (non-fiction)
This is the inspiring true story of a son and his mother, who start a “book club” that brings them together as her life comes
to a close. Over the next two years, Will and Mary Anne carry on conversations that are both wide-ranging and deeply
personal, prompted by an eclectic array of books and a shared passion for reading. Their list jumps from classic to
popular, from poetry to mysteries, from fantastic to spiritual. The issues they discuss include questions of faith and
courage as well as everyday topics such as expressing gratitude and learning to listen. Throughout, they are constantly
reminded of the power of books to comfort us, astonish us, teach us, and tell us what we need to do with our lives and in
the world. Reading isn’t the opposite of doing; it’s the opposite of dying.
Euphoria by Lily King
From New England Book Award winner Lily King comes a breathtaking novel about three young anthropologists of the
'30's caught in a passionate love triangle that threatens their bonds, their careers, and, ultimately, their lives. English
anthropologist Andrew Bankson has been alone in the field for several years, studying the Kiona river tribe in the Territory
of New Guinea. Haunted by the memory of his brothers' deaths and increasingly frustrated and isolated by his research,
Bankson is on the verge of suicide when a chance encounter with colleagues, the controversial Nell Stone and her wry
and mercurial Australian husband Fen, pulls him back from the brink. Nell and Fen have just fled the bloodthirsty
Mumbanyo and, in spite of Nell's poor health, are hungry for a new discovery. When Bankson finds them a new tribe
nearby, the artistic, female-dominated Tam, he ignites an intellectual and romantic firestorm between the three of them
that burns out of anyone's control. Set between two World Wars and inspired by events in the life of revolutionary
anthropologist Margaret Mead, Euphoria is an enthralling story of passion, possession, exploration, and sacrifice from
accomplished author Lily King.
Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City by Matthew Desmond (non-fiction)
A landmark work of scholarship and reportage that will forever change the way we look at poverty in America. In this
brilliant, heartbreaking book, Matthew Desmond takes us into the poorest neighborhoods of Milwaukee to tell the story of
eight families on the edge. In vivid, intimate prose, Desmond provides a ground-level view of one of the most urgent
issues facing America today. As we see families forced into shelters, squalid apartments, or more dangerous
neighborhoods, we bear witness to the human cost of America's vast inequality--and to people's determination and
intelligence in the face of hardship. Based on years of embedded fieldwork and painstakingly gathered data, this masterful
book transforms our understanding of extreme poverty and economic exploitation while providing fresh ideas for solving a
devastating, uniquely American problem.
Factory Girls: From Village to City in a Changing China by Leslie T. Chang (non-fiction)
China has 130 million migrant workers—the largest migration in human history. In Factory Girls, Leslie T. Chang, a former
correspondent for the Wall Street Journal in Beijing, tells the story of these workers primarily through the lives of two
young women, whom she follows over the course of three years as they attempt to rise from the assembly lines of
Dongguan, an industrial city in China’s Pearl River Delta. A book of global significance that provides new insight into
China, Factory Girls demonstrates how the mass movement from rural villages to cities is remaking individual lives and
transforming Chinese society, much as immigration to America’s shores remade our own country a century ago.
Finding Nouf by Zoe Ferraris
When sixteen-year-old Nouf goes missing, her prominent family calls on Nayir al-Sharqi, a pious desert guide, to lead the
search party. Ten days later, just as Nayir is about to give up in frustration, her body is discovered by anonymous desert
travelers. But when the coroner’s office determines that Nouf died not of dehydration but from drowning, and her family
seems suspiciously uninterested in getting at the truth, Nayir takes it upon himself to find out what really happened…Fastpaced and utterly transporting, Finding Nouf is a riveting literary mystery that offers an unprecedented window into Saudi
Arabia and the lives of men and women there.
Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic by Alison Bechdel
A fresh and brilliantly told memoir from a cult favorite comic artist, marked by gothic twists, a family funeral home, sexual
angst, and great books. This breakout book by Alison Bechdel is a darkly funny family tale, pitch-perfectly illustrated with
Bechdel's sweetly gothic drawings. Like Marjane Satrapi's Persepolis, it's a story exhilaratingly suited to graphic memoir
form. Through narrative that is alternately heartbreaking and fiercely funny, we are drawn into a daughter's complex
yearning for her father. And yet, apart from assigned stints dusting caskets at the family-owned "fun home," as Alison and
her brothers call it, the relationship achieves its most intimate expression through the shared code of books.
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Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing up Iranian in America by Firoozeh Dumas (non-fiction)
In 1972, when she was seven, Firoozeh Dumas and her family moved from Iran to Southern California, arriving with no
firsthand knowledge of this country beyond her father's glowing memories of his graduate school years here. More family
soon followed, and the clan has been here ever since. Funny in Farsi chronicles the American journey of Dumas's
wonderfully engaging family: her engineer father, a sweetly quixotic dreamer who first sought riches on Bowling for Dollars
and in Las Vegas, and later lost his job during the Iranian revolution; her elegant mother, who never fully mastered
English (nor cared to); her uncle, who combated the effects of American fast food with an army of miraculous American
weight-loss gadgets; and Firoozeh herself, who as a girl changed her name to Julie. In a series of deftly drawn scenes, we
watch the family grapple with American English, American traditions, and American culture. An unforgettable story of
identity, discovery, and the power of family love.
Geography of Bliss: One Grump’s Search for the Happiest Places in the World by Eric Weiner
Part foreign affairs discourse, part humor, and part twisted self-help guide, The Geography of Bliss takes the reader from
America to Iceland to India in search of happiness, or, in the crabby author's case, moments of un-unhappiness.
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
First published in 1939, Steinbeck’s Pulitzer Prize-winning epic of the Great Depression chronicles the Dust Bowl
migration of the 1930s and tells the story of one Oklahoma farm family, the Joads-driven from their homestead and forced
to travel west to the promised land of California. Out of their trials and their repeated collisions against the hard realities of
an America divided into Haves and Have-Nots evolves a drama that is intensely human yet majestic in its scale and moral
vision, elemental yet plainspoken, tragic but ultimately stirring in its human dignity. A portrait of the conflict between the
powerful and the powerless, of one man’s fierce reaction to injustice, and of one woman’s stoical strength, the novel
captures the horrors of the Great Depression and probes into the very nature of equality and justice in America.
The Great Fire by Shirley Hazzard
The Great Fire is an extraordinary love story set in the immediate aftermath of the great conflagration of the Second World
War. In war-torn Asia and stricken Europe, men and women, still young but veterans of harsh experience, must reinvent
their lives and expectations, and learn, from their past, to dream again. Some will fulfill their destinies, others will falter. At
the center of the story, a brave and brilliant soldier finds that survival and worldly achievement are not enough. His
counterpart, a young girl living in occupied Japan and tending her dying brother, falls in love, and in the process discovers
herself. In the looming shadow of world enmities resumed, and of Asia’s coming centrality in world affairs, a man and a
woman seek to recover self-reliance, balance, and tenderness, struggling to reclaim their humanity.
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows
“I wonder how the book got to Guernsey? Perhaps there is some sort of secret homing instinct in books that brings them
to their perfect readers.” January 1946: London is emerging from the shadow of the Second World War, and writer Juliet
Ashton is looking for her next book subject. Who could imagine that she would find it in a letter from a man she’s never
met, a native of the island of Guernsey, who has come across her name written inside a book by Charles Lamb… In 1946,
writer Juliet Ashton finds inspiration for her next book in her correspondence with a native of Guernsey, who wells her
about the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, a book club born as an alibi during German occupation.
H is for Hawk by Helen Macdonald (non-fiction)
When Helen Macdonald's father died suddenly on a London street, she was devastated. An experienced falconer, Helen
had been captivated by hawks since childhood-she'd never before been tempted to train one of the most vicious
predators, the goshawk. But in her grief, she saw that the goshawk's fierce and feral temperament mirrored her own.
Resolving to purchase and raise the deadly creature as a means to cope with her loss, she adopted Mabel, and turned to
the guidance of The Once and Future King author T.H. White's chronicle The Goshawk to begin her challenging
endeavor. Projecting herself "in the hawk's wild mind to tame her" tested the limits of Macdonald's humanity and changed
her life. Heart-wrenching and humorous, this book is an unflinching account of bereavement and a unique look at the
magnetism of an extraordinary beast, with a parallel examination of a legendary writer's eccentric falconry. Obsession,
madness, memory, myth, and history combine to achieve a distinctive blend of nature writing and memoir from an
outstanding literary innovator.
The Hearts of Horses by Molly Gloss
In the winter of 1917, nineteen-year-old Martha Lessen saddles her horses and heads for a remote county in eastern
Oregon, looking for work “gentling” wild horses. She chances on a rancher, George Bliss, who is willing to hire her on.
Many of his regular hands are off fighting the war, and he glimpses, beneath her showy rodeo garb, a shy but strongwilled girl with a serious knowledge of horses. So begins the irresistible tale of a young but determined woman trying to
make a go of it in a man’s world. With an elegant sweetness like that found in Plainsong, and a winning energy as in
Water for Elephants, The Hearts of Horses delivers a heartwarming, greatly satisfying story about the unexpected and
profound connections between people and animals.
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Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold Story of the Black Women Mathematicians Who Helped Win
the Space Race by Margot Lee Shetterly (non-fiction)
The phenomenal true story of the black female mathematicians at NASA at the leading edge of the feminist and civil rights
movement, whose calculations helped fuel some of America's greatest achievements in space--a powerful, revelatory
contribution that is essential to our understanding of race, discrimination, and achievement in modern America.
The History of Love by Nicole Krauss
A long-lost book reappears, mysteriously connecting an old man searching for his son and a girl seeking a cure for her
widowed mother's loneliness. Leo Gursky is just about surviving, tapping his radiator each evening to let his upstairs
neighbor know he's still alive. But life wasn't always like this: sixty years ago, in the Polish village where he was born, Leo
fell in love and wrote a book. And though Leo doesn't know it, that book survived, inspiring fabulous circumstances, even
love. Fourteen-year-old Alma was named after a character in that very book. And although she has her hands full—
keeping track of her brother, Bird (who thinks he might be the Messiah), and taking copious notes on How to Survive in
the Wild—she undertakes an adventure to find her namesake and save her family. With consummate, spellbinding skill,
Nicole Krauss gradually draws together their stories.
Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi
Ghana, eighteenth century: two half-sisters are born into different villages, each unaware of the other. One will marry an
Englishman and lead a life of comfort in the palatial rooms of the Cape Coast Castle. The other will be captured in a raid
on her village, imprisoned in the very same castle, and sold into slavery. Homegoing follows the parallel paths of these
sisters and their descendants through eight generations: from the Gold Coast to the plantations of Mississippi, from the
American Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem. Yaa Gyasi’s extraordinary novel illuminates slavery’s troubled legacy both for
those who were taken and those who stayed—and shows how the memory of captivity has been inscribed on the soul of
our nation.
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford
Set during one of the most conflicted and volatile times in American history, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet is an
extraordinary story of commitment and enduring hope. In Henry and Keiko, Jamie Ford has created an unforgettable duo
whose story teaches us of the power of forgiveness and the human heart.
The Housekeeper and the Professor by Yolo Ogawa
He is a brilliant math Professor with a peculiar problem--ever since a traumatic head injury, he has lived with only eighty
minutes of short-term memory. She is an astute young Housekeeper--with a ten-year-old son--who is hired to care for the
Professor. And every morning, as the Professor and the Housekeeper are introduced to each other anew, a strange and
beautiful relationship blossoms between them. Though he cannot hold memories for long (his brain is like a tape that
begins to erase itself every eighty minutes), the Professor's mind is still alive with elegant equations from the past. And the
numbers, in all of their articulate order, reveal a sheltering and poetic world to both the Housekeeper and her young son.
The Professor is capable of discovering connections between the simplest of quantities--like the Housekeeper's shoe
size--and the universe at large, drawing their lives ever closer and more profoundly together, even as his memory slips
away. Yoko Ogawa's The Housekeeper and the Professor is an enchanting story about what it means to live in the
present, and about the curious equations that can create a family.
The Hour of Land: A Personal Topography of America's National Parks by Terry Tempest Williams
In honor of the United States National Park Service's centennial this year, naturalist and author Terry Tempest Williams
reflects on 12 of the 400+ parks, seashores, monuments, and recreation areas that are, as she so elegantly puts it,
"portals and thresholds of wonder." Visiting Gettysburg, Alcatraz Island, Grand Teton, Acadia, Gates of the Arctic, and
more, she reflects on her trips and her own past as well as the history of the parks, how politics and people have shaped
them and continue to shape them, and the environmental issues they face. Gorgeously illustrated with selections from
several accomplished photographers, The Hour of Land is a fascinating book that nature lovers will cherish.
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
Sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous, The House on Mango Street tells the story of Esperanza Cordero,
whose neighborhood is one of harsh realities and harsh beauty. Esperanza doesn't want to belong--not to her rundown
neighborhood, and not to the low expectations the world has for her. Esperanza's story is that of a young girl coming into
her power, and inventing for herself what she will become.
This book is sponsored by the Yolo Reads adult literacy program
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The Housekeeper and the Professor by Yoko Ogawa)
A relationship blossoms between a brilliant math professor suffering from short-term memory problems following a
traumatic head injury and the young housekeeper, the mother of a ten-year-old son, hired to care for him.
I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by Malala Yousafzai
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced
and fought for her right to an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate
price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few expected her to
survive. Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern
Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she has become a global symbol of peaceful protest
and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by
global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his
daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a society that prizes
sons. I Am Malala will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to inspire change in the world.
If on a Winter’s Night a Traveler by Italo Calvino
Italo Calvino's masterpiece combines a love story and a detective story into an exhilarating allegory of reading, in which
the reader of the book becomes the book's central character. Based on a witty analogy between the reader's desire to
finish the story and the lover's desire to consummate his or her passion, If on a Winter’s Night a Traveler is the tale of two
bemused readers whose attempts to reach the end of the same book—If on a Winter’s Night a Traveler, by Italo Calvino,
of course--are constantly and comically frustrated. In between chasing missing chapters of the book, the hapless readers
tangle with an international conspiracy, a rogue translator, an elusive novelist, a disintegrating publishing house, and
several oppressive governments. The result is a literary labyrinth of storylines that interrupt one another--an Arabian
Nights of the postmodern age.
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot (non-fiction)
Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer who worked
the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells—taken without her knowledge—became one of the most important
tools in medicine…Rebecca Skloot takes us on an extraordinary journey, from the “colored” ward of Johns Hopkins
Hospital in the 1950s to stark white laboratories with freezers full of HeLa cells; from Henrietta’s small, dying hometown of
Clover, Virginia—a land of wooden slave quarters, faith healings, and voodoo—to East Baltimore today, where her
children and grandchildren live and struggle with the legacy of her cells.
Intuition by Allegra Goodman
Sandy Glass, a charismatic publicity-seeking oncologist, and Marion Mendelssohn, a pure, exacting scientist, are codirectors of a lab at the Philpott Institute dedicated to cancer research and desperately in need of a grant. Both mentors
and supervisors of their young postdoctoral protégés, Glass and Mendelssohn demand dedication and obedience in a
competitive environment where funding is scarce and results elusive. So when the experiments of Cliff Bannaker, a young
postdoc in a rut, begin to work, the entire lab becomes giddy with newfound expectations. But Cliff’s rigorous colleague–
and girlfriend–Robin Decker suspects the unthinkable: that his findings are fraudulent. As Robin makes her private doubts
public and Cliff maintains his innocence, a life-changing controversy engulfs the lab and everyone in it. With extraordinary
insight, Allegra Goodman brilliantly explores the intricate mixture of workplace intrigue, scientific ardor, and the moral
consequences of a rush to judgment.
The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd
From the celebrated author of The Secret Life of Bees, a magnificent novel about two unforgettable American women. A
masterpiece of hope, daring, the quest for freedom, and the desire to have a voice in the world. Hetty "Handful" Grimke,
an urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston, yearns for life beyond the suffocating walls that enclose her within
the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke's daughter, Sarah, has known from an early age she is meant to do
something large in the world, but she is hemmed in by the limits imposed on women. Kidd's sweeping novel is set in
motion on Sarah's eleventh birthday, when she is given ownership of ten-year old Handful, who is to be her handmaid. We
follow their remarkable journeys over the next thirty-five years, as both strive for a life of their own, dramatically shaping
each other's destinies and forming a complex relationship marked by guilt, defiance, estrangement and the uneasy ways
of love.
Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann (non-fiction)
In 1920s Oklahoma, the Osage Indian Nation possessed immense wealth because their land contained large petroleum
reserves. In Killers of the Flower Moon, New Yorker staff writer David Grann portrays a
series of murders on the reservation. Local authorities couldn't solve the crimes, but an investigation by the relatively
new FBI (led by the young J. Edgar Hoover) identified and charged the killers, whose primary motivation was greed. In
this thoroughly researched history, Grann also reveals conspiracy and corruption beyond what the FBI discovered.
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Kiyo’s Story: A Japanese-American Family’s Quest for the American Dream. A Memoir by Kiyo Sato (non-fiction)
Local author
When Kiyo's father left Japan, his mother told him never to return: there was no future there for him. Shinji Sato arrived in
California determined to plant his roots in the land of opportunity even though he could not become a citizen or own land.
Education was his watchword. He and his wife and their nine American-born children labored in the fields together,
building a successful farm. Yet at the outbreak of World War II, when Kiyo, the eldest, was eighteen, the Satos were
ordered to Poston Internment Camp. This memoir tells the story of the family's struggle to endure in these harsh
conditions and to rebuild their lives afterward in the face of lingering prejudice. Rejected by several nursing schools due to
her ethnicity, Kiyo eventually became a captain in the Army Nursing Corps. The Satos returned home to find their farm in
ruins, occupied by another family, but through fortitude and ingenuity, they persevered and ultimately succeeded.
The Known World by Edward P. Jones
The Known World tells the story of Henry Townsend, a black farmer and former slave who falls under the tutelage of
William Robbins, the most powerful man in Manchester County, Virginia. Making certain he never circumvents the law,
Townsend runs his affairs with unusual discipline. But when death takes him unexpectedly, his widow, Caldonia, can't
uphold the estate's order, and chaos ensues. Jones has woven a footnote of history into an epic that takes an unflinching
look at slavery in all its moral complexities.
Lab Girl by Hope Jahren (non-fiction)
An illuminating debut memoir of a woman in science; a moving portrait of a longtime friendship; and a stunningly fresh
look at plants that will forever change how you see the natural world Acclaimed scientist Hope Jahren has built three
laboratories in which she's studied trees, flowers, seeds, and soil. Her first book is a revelatory treatise on plant life--but it
is also so much more. Lab Girl is a book about work, love, and the mountains that can be moved when those two things
come together. It is told through Jahren's remarkable stories: about her childhood in rural Minnesota with an
uncompromising mother and a father who encouraged hours of play in his classroom's labs; about how she found a
sanctuary in science, and learned to perform lab work done "with both the heart and the hands"; and about the inevitable
disappointments, but also the triumphs and exhilarating discoveries, of scientific work. Yet at the core of this book is the
story of a relationship Jahren forged with a brilliant, wounded man named Bill, who becomes her lab partner and best
friend. Their sometimes rogue adventures in science take them from the Midwest across the United States and back
again, over the Atlantic to the ever-light skies of the North Pole and to tropical Hawaii, where she and her lab currently
make their home. Jahren's probing look at plants, her astonishing tenacity of spirit, and her acute insights on nature
enliven every page of this extraordinary book. Lab Girl opens your eyes to the beautiful, sophisticated mechanisms within
every leaf, blade of grass, and flower petal. Here is an eloquent demonstration of what can happen when you find the
stamina, passion, and sense of sacrifice needed to make a life out of what you truly love, as you discover along the way
the person you were meant to be.
A Lady Cyclist’s Guide to Kashgar by Suzanne Joinson
It is 1923. Evangeline (Eva) English and her sister Lizzie are missionaries heading for the ancient Silk Road city of
Kashgar. Though Lizzie is on fire with her religious calling, Eva's motives are not quite as noble, but with her green bicycle
and a commission from a publisher to write A Lady Cyclist's Guide to Kashgar, she is ready for adventure. In present day
London, a young woman, Frieda, returns from a long trip abroad to find a man sleeping outside her front door. She gives
him a blanket and a pillow, and in the morning finds the bedding neatly folded and an exquisite drawing of a bird with a
long feathery tail, some delicate Arabic writing, and a boat made out of a flock of seagulls on her wall. Tayeb, in flight from
his Yemeni homeland, befriends Frieda and, when she learns she has inherited the contents of an apartment belonging to
a dead woman she has never heard of, they embark on an unexpected journey together. A Lady Cyclist's Guide to
Kashgar explores the fault lines that appear when traditions from different parts of an increasingly globalized world crash
into one other. Beautifully written, and peopled by a cast of unforgettable characters, the novel interweaves the stories of
Frieda and Eva, gradually revealing the links between them and the ways in which they each challenge and negotiate the
restrictions of their societies as they make their hard-won way toward home.
Landfalls by Naomi J. Williams
In her wildly inventive debut novel, Naomi J. Williams reimagines the historical Laperouse expedition, a voyage of
exploration that left Brest in 1785 with two frigates, more than two hundred men, and overblown Enlightenment ideals and
expectations, in a brave attempt to circumnavigate the globe for science and the glory of France. Deeply grounded in
historical fact but refracted through a powerful imagination, Landfalls follows the exploits and heartbreaks not only of the
men on the ships but also of the people affected by the voyage-indigenous people and other Europeans the explorers
encountered, loved ones left waiting at home, and those who survived and remembered the expedition later. Each chapter
is told from a different point of view and is set in a different part of the world, ranging from London to Tenerife, from Alaska
to remote South Pacific islands to Siberia, and eventually back to France. The result is a beautifully written and absorbing
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tale of the high seas, scientific exploration, human tragedy, and the world on the cusp of the modern era. By turns elegiac,
profound, and comic.
The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh
The Victorian language of flowers was used to convey romantic expressions: honeysuckle for devotion, asters for
patience, and red roses for love. But for Victoria Jones, it’s been more useful in communicating mistrust and solitude.
After a childhood spent in the foster-care system, she is unable to get close to anybody, and her only connection to the
world is through flowers and their meanings. Now eighteen and emancipated from the system with nowhere to go, Victoria
realizes she has a gift for helping others through the flowers she chooses for them. But an unexpected encounter with a
mysterious stranger has her questioning what’s been missing in her life. And when she’s forced to confront a painful
secret from her past, she must decide whether it’s worth risking everything for a second chance at happiness.
Life is So Good by George Dawson and Richard Glaubman (non-fiction)
In this remarkable book, 103-year-old George Dawson, a slave's grandson who learned to read at age 98, reflects on his
life and offers valuable lessons in living as well as a fresh, firsthand view of America during the twentieth century. Richard
Glaubman captures Dawson's irresistible voice and view of the world, offering insights into humanity, history, hardships,
and happiness. From segregation and civil rights, to the wars, presidents, and defining moments in history, George
Dawson's description and assessment of the last century inspires readers with the message that-through it all-has
sustained him: "Life is so good. I do believe it's getting better."
This book is sponsored by the Yolo Reads adult literacy program
The Light Between Oceans by M. L. Stedman
After four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom Sherbourne returns to Australia and takes a job as the lighthouse
keeper on Janus Rock, nearly half a day’s journey from the coast. To this isolated island, where the supply boat comes
once a season, Tom brings a young, bold, and loving wife, Isabel. Years later, after two miscarriages and one stillbirth, the
grieving Isabel hears a baby’s cries on the wind. A boat has washed up onshore carrying a dead man and a living baby.
The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George
Monsieur Perdu calls himself a literary apothecary. From his floating bookstore in a barge on the Seine, he prescribes
novels for the hardships of life. Using his intuitive feel for the exact book a reader needs, Perdu mends broken hearts and
souls. The only person he can't seem to heal through literature is himself; he's still haunted by heartbreak after his great
love disappeared. She left him with only a letter, which he has never opened. After Perdu is finally tempted to read the
letter, he hauls anchor and departs on a mission to the south of France, hoping to make peace with his loss and discover
the end of the story. Joined by a bestselling but blocked author and a lovelorn Italian chef, Perdu travels along the
country's rivers, dispensing his wisdom and his books, showing that the literary world can take the human soul on a
journey to heal itself. Internationally bestselling and filled with warmth and adventure, "The Little Paris Bookshop" is a love
letter to books, meant for anyone who believes in the power of stories to shape people's lives.
The Lowland by Jhumpa Lahiri
National Book Award Finalist Shortlisted for the 2013 Man Booker Prize. From the Pulitzer Prize-winning, best-selling
author of The Namesake comes an extraordinary new novel, set in both India and America, that expands the scope and
range of one of our most dazzling storytellers: a tale of two brothers bound by tragedy, a fiercely brilliant woman haunted
by her past, a country torn by revolution, and a love that lasts long past death. Masterly suspenseful, sweeping, piercingly
intimate, The Lowland is a work of great beauty and complex emotion; an engrossing family saga and a story steeped in
history that spans generations and geographies with seamless authenticity. It is Jhumpa Lahiri at the height of her
considerable powers.
Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson
In the small village of Edgecombe St. Mary in the English countryside lives Major Ernest Pettigrew (retired), the unlikely
hero of Helen Simonson’s wondrous debut. Wry, courtly, opinionated, and completely endearing, the Major leads a quiet
life valuing the proper things that Englishmen have lived by for generations: honor, duty, decorum, and a properly brewed
cup of tea. But then his brother’s death sparks an unexpected friendship with Mrs. Jasmina Ali, the Pakistani shopkeeper
from the village. Drawn together by their shared love of literature and the loss of their spouses, the Major and Mrs. Ali
soon find their friendship blossoming into something more. But village society insists on embracing him as the
quintessential local and regarding her as the permanent foreigner. Can their relationship survive the risks one takes when
pursuing happiness in the face of culture and tradition?
Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman
At first sight, Ove is almost certainly the grumpiest man you will ever meet. He thinks himself surrounded by idiots neighbors who can't reverse a trailer properly, joggers, shop assistants who talk in code, and the perpetrators of the
vicious coup d'etat that ousted him as Chairman of the Residents' Association. He will persist in making his daily
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inspection rounds of the local streets. But isn't it rare, these days, to find such old-fashioned clarity of belief and deed?
Such unswerving conviction about what the world should be, and a lifelong dedication to making it just so? In the end, you
will see, there is something about Ove that is quite irresistible. The word-of-mouth bestseller causing a sensation across
Europe, Fredrik Backman's heartwarming debut is a funny, moving, uplifting tale of love and community that will leave you
with a spring in your step - and less ready to judge on first impressions a man you might one day wish to have as your
dearest friend.
Me Before You by JoJo Moyes
A New York Times bestseller--with more than one million copies sold--by the author of The Girl You Left Behind They had
nothing in common until love gave them everything to lose . . . Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly
ordinary life--steady boyfriend, close family--who has never been farther afield than their tiny village. She takes a badly
needed job working for ex-Master of the Universe Will Traynor, who is wheelchair bound after an accident. Will has
always lived a huge life--big deals, extreme sports, worldwide travel--and now he's pretty sure he cannot live the way he
is. Will is acerbic, moody, bossy--but Lou refuses to treat him with kid gloves, and soon his happiness means more to her
than she expected. When she learns that Will has shocking plans of his own, she sets out to show him that life is still
worth living. A Love Story for this generation, Me Before You brings to life two people who couldn't have less in common-a heartbreakingly romantic novel that asks, “What do you do when making the person you love happy also means
breaking your own heart?”
The Ministry of Utmost Happiness by Arundhati Roy
The Ministry of Utmost Happiness takes us on an intimate journey across the Indian subcontinent—from the cramped
neighborhoods of Old Delhi and the roads of the new city to the mountains and valleys of Kashmir and beyond, where war
is peace and peace is war. Braiding together the lives of a diverse cast of characters who have been broken by the world
they live in and then rescued, patched together by acts of love—and by hope, here Arundhati Roy reinvents what a novel
can do and can be.
Moonglow by Michael Chabon
Michael Chabon traveled to his mother s home in Oakland, California, to visit his terminally ill grandfather. Tongue
loosened by powerful painkillers, memory stirred by the imminence of death, Chabon’s grandfather shared recollections
and told stories the younger man had never heard before, uncovering bits and pieces of a history long buried and
forgotten. That dreamlike week of revelations forms the basis of the novel Moonglow, the latest feat of legerdemain in the
ongoing magic act that is the art of Michael Chabon. Moonglow unfolds as the deathbed confession, made to his
grandson, of a man the narrator refers to only as my grandfather. It is a tale of madness, of war and adventure, of sex and
desire and ordinary love, of existential doubt and model rocketry, of the shining aspirations and demonic underpinnings of
American technological accomplishment at mid-century and, above all, of the destructive impact and the creative power of
the keeping of secrets and the telling of lies. A gripping, poignant, tragicomic, scrupulously researched and wholly
imaginary transcript of a life that spanned the dark heart of the twentieth century, Moonglow is also a tour de force of
speculative history in which Chabon attempts to reconstruct the mysterious origins and fate of Chabon Scientific, Co., an
authentic mail-order novelty company whose ads for scale models of human skeletons, combustion engines and space
rockets were once a fixture in the back pages of Esquire , Popular Mechanics and Boy s Life . Along the way Chabon
devises and reveals, in bits and pieces whose hallucinatory intensity is matched only by their comic vigor and the radiant
moonglow of his prose, a secret history of his own imagination. A lie that tells the truth, a work of fictional non-fiction, an
autobiography wrapped in a novel disguised as a memoir, Moonglow is Chabon at his most daring, his most moving, his
most Chabonesque.
The Mothers by Brit Bennett
Set within a contemporary black community in Southern California, Brit Bennett's mesmerizing first novel is an emotionally
perceptive story about community, love, and ambition. It begins with a secret. "All good secrets have a taste before you
tell them, and if we'd taken a moment to swish this one around our mouths, we might have noticed the sourness of an
unripe secret, plucked too soon, stolen and passed around before its season." It is the last season of high school life for
Nadia Turner, a rebellious, grief-stricken, seventeen-year-old beauty. Mourning her own mother's recent suicide, she
takes up with the local pastor's son. Luke Sheppard is twenty-one, a former football star whose injury has reduced him to
waiting tables at a diner. They are young; it's not serious. But the pregnancy that results from this teen romance--and the
subsequent cover-up--will have an impact that goes far beyond their youth. As Nadia hides her secret from everyone,
including Aubrey, her God-fearing best friend, the years move quickly. Soon, Nadia, Luke, and Aubrey are full-fledged
adults and still living in debt to the choices they made that one seaside summer, caught in a love triangle they must
carefully maneuver, and dogged by the constant, nagging question: What if they had chosen differently? The possibilities
of the road not taken are a relentless haunt. In entrancing, lyrical prose, The Mothers asks whether a "what if" can be
more powerful than an experience itself. If, as time passes, we must always live in servitude to the decisions of our
younger selves, to the communities that have parented us, and to the decisions we make that shape our lives forever.
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My Brilliant Friend by Elena Ferrante
A modern masterpiece from one of Italy's most acclaimed authors, My Brilliant Friend is a rich, intense and generous
hearted story about two friends, Elena and Lila. Ferrante's inimitable style lends itself perfectly to a meticulous portrait of
these two women that is also the story of a nation and a touching meditation on the nature of friendship. Through the lives
of these two women, Ferrante tells the story of a neighborhood, a city and a country as it is transformed in ways that, in
turn, also transform the relationship between her two protagonists.
My Mother’s Kitchen by Meera Ekkanath Klein local author
My Mother's Kitchen is an enchanting place filled with promise, change and good food. If the weathered walls of this
magical room could talk they would tell the story of Meena and her childhood life. Each chapter is a slice in her young life
and depicts her spunk and youthful spirit. A visit to the local Fruit and Flower Show becomes an adventure as told by
Meena. Her distress at finding out about her aunt's dark secret or her joy of making a new friend are all told in her naive,
yet pure voice. Her mother is a central character in her life and it is no wonder that the kitchen is a special place of healing
and rejuvenation, not only for Meena but for other characters like Kashi and Ayah.
My Year of Meats by Ruth Ozeki
When Jane Takagi-Little finally lands a job-producing a Japanese television show sponsored by BEEF-EX, an
organization promoting the export of U.S. meats-she takes her crew on the road in search of all-American wives cooking
all-American meat. Over the course of filming, though, Jane makes a few troubling discoveries about both. Meanwhile, on
the other side of the globe, in Japan, Akiko Ueno watches My American Wife! and diligently prepares Coca-Cola Roast
and Panfried Prairie Oysters for her husband, John, (the ad-agency rep for the show's sponsor). As Akiko fills out his
questionnaires, rating each show on Authenticity, Wholesomeness, and Deliciousness of Meat, certain ominous questions
about her own life-and the fact that after each meal she has to go to the bathroom and throw up-begin to surface. A tale of
love, global media, and the extraordinary events in the lives of two ordinary women, counterpointed by Sei Shonagon's
vibrant commentary, this first novel by filmmaker Ruth L. Ozeki-as insightful and moving as the novels of Amy Tan, as
original as Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. or John Irving-is a sparkling and original debut from a major new talent.
The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander (non-fiction)
Despite the triumphant dismantling of the Jim Crow Laws, the system that once forced African Americans into a
segregated second-class citizenship still haunts America, the US criminal justice system still unfairly targets black men
and an entire segment of the population is deprived of their basic rights. Outside of prisons, a web of laws and regulations
discriminates against these wrongly convicted ex-offenders in voting, housing, employment and education. Alexander
here offers an urgent call for justice.
News of the World by Paulette Jiles
In the wake of the Civil War, Captain Jefferson Kyle Kidd travels through northern Texas, giving live readings to paying
audiences hungry for news of the world. An elderly widower who has lived through three wars and fought in two of them,
the captain enjoys his rootless, solitary existence. In Wichita Falls, he is offered a $50 gold piece to deliver a young
orphan to her relatives in San Antonio. Four years earlier, a band of Kiowa raiders killed Johanna’s parents and sister;
sparing the little girl, they raised her as one of their own. Recently rescued by the U.S. army, the ten-year-old has once
again been torn away from the only home she knows. Their 400-mile journey south through unsettled territory and
unforgiving terrain proves difficult and at times dangerous. Johanna has forgotten the English language, tries to escape at
every opportunity, throws away her shoes, and refuses to act “civilized.” Yet as the miles pass, the two lonely survivors
tentatively begin to trust each other, forming a bond that marks the difference between life and death in this treacherous
land. Arriving in San Antonio, the reunion is neither happy nor welcome. The captain must hand Johanna over to an aunt
and uncle she does not remember—strangers who regard her as an unwanted burden. A respectable man, Captain Kidd
is faced with a terrible choice: abandon the girl to her fate or become—in the eyes of the law—a kidnapper himself.
Nineteen Eighty-Four by George Orwell
George Orwell depicts a gray, totalitarian world dominated by Big Brother and its vast network of agents, including the
Thought Police, a world in which news is manufactured according to the authorities' will and people live tepid lives by rote.
Winston Smith, the hero with no heroic qualities, longs only for truth and decency. But living in a social system in which
privacy does not exist and where those with unorthodox ideas are brainwashed or put to death, he knows there is no hope
for him. He knows even as he continues to pursue his forbidden love affair that eventually he will come to destruction. The
year 1984 has come and gone, yet George Orwell's nightmare vision in 1949 of the world we were becoming is still the
great modern classic of negative Utopia. It is a prophetic and haunting tale that exposes the worst crimes imaginable: the
destruction of freedom and truth.
No More Heroes: Grassroots Challenges of the Savior Mentality by Jordan Flaherty (non-fiction)
How can we build a better world? And why do so many people with privilege end up making things worse when they try to
help? It’s called the savior mentality, and Jordan Flaherty finds it in FBI informants, anti-sex-work crusaders, Teach for
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America corps members, and out-of-touch journalists. No More Heroes celebrates grassroots challenges to these saviors
and highlights movements focused on real, systemic change from the Arab Spring to Black Lives Matter.
Nothing to Envy: Ordinary Lives in North Korea by Barbara Demick (non-fiction)
Award-winning journalist Barbara Demick follows the lives of six North Korean citizens over fifteen years—a chaotic
period that saw the death of Kim Il-sung, the rise to power of his son Kim Jong-il, and a devastating famine that killed onefifth of the population. Demick brings to life what it means to be living under the most repressive totalitarian regime
today—an Orwellian world that is by choice not connected to the Internet, where displays of affection are punished,
informants are rewarded, and an offhand remark can send a person to the gulag for life. Demick takes us deep inside the
country, beyond the reach of government censors, and through meticulous and sensitive reporting we see her subjects fall
in love, raise families, nurture ambitions, and struggle for survival. One by one, we witness their profound, life-altering
disillusionment with the government and their realization that, rather than providing them with lives of abundance, their
country has betrayed them.
Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout
At times stern, at other times patient, at times perceptive, at other times in sad denial, Olive Kitteridge, a retired
schoolteacher, deplores the changes in her little town of Crosby, Maine, and in the world at large, but she doesn’t always
recognize the changes in those around her: a lounge musician haunted by a past romance; a former student who has lost
the will to live; Olive’s own adult child, who feels tyrannized by her irrational sensitivities; and her husband, Henry, who
finds his loyalty to his marriage both a blessing and a curse. As the townspeople grapple with their problems, mild and
dire, Olive is brought to a deeper understanding of herself and her life–sometimes painfully, but always with ruthless
honesty. Olive Kitteridge offers profound insights into the human condition–its conflicts, its tragedies and joys, and the
endurance it requires.
On Beauty by Zadie Smith
Struggling with a stale marriage and the misguided passions of his three adult children, art professor Howard Belsey finds
his family life thrown into turmoil by his son's engagement to the socially prominent daughter of a right-wing icon.
Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline
Between 1854 and 1929, so-called orphan trains ran regularly from the cities of the East Coast to the farmlands of the
Midwest, carrying thousands of abandoned children whose fates would be determined by pure luck. Would they be
adopted by a kind and loving family, or would they face a childhood and adolescence of hard labor and servitude? As a
young Irish immigrant, Vivian Daly was one such child, sent by rail from New York City to an uncertain future a world
away. Returning east later in life, Vivian leads a quiet, peaceful existence on the coast of Maine, the memories of her
upbringing rendered a hazy blur. But in her attic, hidden in trunks, are vestiges of a turbulent past. Seventeen-year-old
Molly Ayer knows that a community-service position helping an elderly widow clean out her attic is the only thing keeping
her out of juvenile hall. But as Molly helps Vivian sort through her keepsakes and possessions, she discovers that she and
Vivian aren't as different as they appear. A Penobscot Indian who has spent her youth in and out of foster homes, Molly is
also an outsider being raised by strangers, and she, too, has unanswered questions about the past. Moving between
contemporary Maine and Depression-era Minnesota, Orphan Train is a powerful tale of upheaval and resilience, second
chances, and unexpected friendship.
The Paris Deadline by Max Byrd local author
From bestselling historical novelist Max Byrd comes a new novel set against the dramatic backdrop of Paris in the Jazz
Age—a fascinating suspense tale interwoven with rich historical detail. Paris, 1926. Newspaper reporter Toby Keats, a
veteran of the Great War and the only American in Paris who doesn’t know Hemingway, has lived a quiet life—until one
day he comes into possession of a rare eighteenth-century automate, a very strange and somewhat scandalous
mechanical duck. Highly sought after by an enigmatic American banker, European criminals, and the charming young
American Elsie Short, the duck is rumored to hold the key to opening a new frontier in weapons technology for the
German army, now beginning to threaten Europe once more. Haunted with his nightmarish past in the War, Toby pursues
the truth behind the duck. From the banks of the Left Bank to the dark prehistoric caverns of southern France, The Paris
Deadline is a story of love, suspense, and mystery in a world stumbling toward catastrophe.
The Paris Wife by Paula McLain
Chicago, 1920: Hadley Richardson is a quiet twenty-eight-year-old who has all but given up on love and happiness—until
she meets Ernest Hemingway. Following a whirlwind courtship and wedding, the pair set sail for Paris, where they
become the golden couple in a lively and volatile group—the fabled “Lost Generation”—that includes Gertrude Stein, Ezra
Pound, and F. Scott Fitzgerald. Though deeply in love, the Hemingways are ill prepared for the hard-drinking, fast-living,
and free-loving life of Jazz Age Paris. As Ernest struggles to find the voice that will earn him a place in history and pours
himself into the novel that will become The Sun Also Rises, Hadley strives to hold on to her sense of self as her roles as
wife, friend, and muse become more challenging. Eventually they find themselves facing the ultimate crisis of their
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marriage—a deception that will lead to the unraveling of everything they’ve fought so hard for. A heartbreaking portrayal
of love and torn loyalty, The Paris Wife is all the more poignant because we know that, in the end, Hemingway wrote that
he would rather have died than fallen in love with anyone but Hadley.
Plainsong by Kent Haruf
"Ambitious, but never seeming so, Kent Haruf reveals a whole community as he interweaves the stories of a pregnant
high school girl, a lonely teacher, a pair of boys abandoned by their mother, and a couple of crusty bachelor farmers.
From simple elements, Haruf achieves a novel of wisdom and grace--a narrative that builds in strength and feeling until,
as in a choral chant, the voices in the book surround, transport, and lift the reader off the ground."
The Postmistress by Sarah Blake
In 1940, Iris James is the postmistress in coastal Franklin, Massachusetts. Iris knows more about the townspeople than
she will ever say, and believes her job is to deliver secrets. Yet one day she does the unthinkable: slips a letter into her
pocket, reads it, and doesn't deliver it. Meanwhile, Frankie Bard broadcasts from overseas with Edward R. Murrow. Her
dispatches beg listeners to pay heed as the Nazis bomb London nightly. Most of the townspeople of Franklin think the war
can't touch them. But both Iris and Frankie know better...The Postmistress is a tale of two worlds-one shattered by
violence, the other willfully naïve-and of two women whose job is to deliver the news, yet who find themselves unable to
do so. Through their eyes, and the eyes of everyday people caught in history's tide, it examines how stories are told, and
how the fact of war is borne even through everyday life.
Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books by Azar Nafisi (non-fiction)
Every Thursday morning for two years in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Azar Nafisi, a bold and inspired teacher, secretly
gathered seven of her most committed female students to read forbidden Western classics. Some came from
conservative and religious families, others were progressive and secular; some had spent time in jail. They were shy and
uncomfortable at first, unaccustomed to being asked to speak their minds, but soon they removed their veils and began to
speak more freely–their stories intertwining with the novels they were reading by Jane Austen, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Henry
James, and Vladimir Nabokov. As Islamic morality squads staged arbitrary raids in Tehran, as fundamentalists seized
hold of the universities and a blind censor stifled artistic expression, the women in Nafisi’s living room spoke not only of
the books they were reading but also about themselves, their dreams and disappointments.
Redefining Realness: My Path to Womanhood, Identity, Love & So Much More by Janet Mock (non-fiction)
Janet Mock establishes herself as a resounding and inspirational voice for the transgender community—and anyone
fighting to define themselves on their own terms. With unflinching honesty and moving prose, Janet Mock relays her
experiences of growing up young, multiracial, poor, and trans in America, offering readers accessible language while
imparting vital insight about the unique challenges and vulnerabilities of a marginalized and misunderstood population.
Though undoubtedly an account of one woman’s quest for self at all costs, Redefining Realness is a powerful vision of
possibility and self-realization, pushing us all toward greater acceptance of one another—and of ourselves—showing as
never before how to be unapologetic and real.
The River King by Alice Hoffman
People tend to stay in their place in the town of Haddan. The students at the prestigious prep school don't mix with locals;
even within the school, hierarchy rules, as freshman and faculty members find out where they fit in and what is expected
of them. But when a body is found in the river behind the school, a local policeman will walk into this enclosed world and
upset it entirely. A story of surface appearances and the truths submerged below.
Room by Emma Donoghue
To five-year-old Jack, Room is the world…It's where he was born, it's where he and his Ma eat and sleep and play and
learn. At night, his Ma shuts him safely in the wardrobe, where he is meant to be asleep when Old Nick visits. Room is
home to Jack, but to Ma it's the prison where she has been held for seven years. Through her fierce love for her son, she
has created a life for him in this eleven-by-eleven-foot space. But with Jack's curiosity building alongside her own
desperation, she knows that Room cannot contain either much longer. Room is a tale at once shocking, riveting,
exhilarating—a story of unconquerable love in harrowing circumstances, and of the diamond-hard bond between a mother
and her child.
The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion
The art of love is never a science. Meet Don Tillman, a brilliant yet socially challenged professor of genetics, who's
decided it's time he found a wife. And so, in the orderly, evidence-based manner with which Don approaches all things, he
designs the Wife Project to find his perfect partner: a sixteen-page, scientifically valid survey to filter out the drinkers, the
smokers, the late arrivers. Rosie Jarman is all these things. She also is strangely beguiling, fiery, and intelligent. And
while Don quickly disqualifies her as a candidate for the Wife Project, as a DNA expert Don is particularly suited to help
Rosie on her own quest: identifying her biological father. When an unlikely relationship develops as they collaborate on
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the Father Project, Don is forced to confront the spontaneous whirlwind that is Rosie-and the realization that, despite your
best scientific efforts, you don't find love, it finds you. Arrestingly endearing and entirely unconventional, Graeme
Simsion's distinctive debut will resonate with anyone who has ever tenaciously gone after life or love in the face of great
challenges. The Rosie Project is a rare find: a book that restores our optimism in the power of human connection.
Salvage the Bones by Jesmyn Ward
A hurricane is building over the Gulf of Mexico, threatening the coastal town of Bois Sauvage, Mississippi, and Esch's
father is growing concerned. A hard drinker, largely absent, he doesn't show concern for much else. Esch and her three
brothers are stocking food, but there isn't much to save. Lately, Esch can't keep down what food she gets; she's fourteen
and pregnant. Her brother Skeetah is sneaking scraps for his prized pitbull's new litter, dying one by one in the dirt.
Meanwhile, brothers Randall and Junior try to stake their claim in a family long on child's play and short on parenting. As
the twelve days that make up the novel's framework yield to their dramatic conclusion, this unforgettable familymotherless children sacrificing for one another as they can, protecting and nurturing where love is scarce-pulls itself up to
face another day. A big-hearted novel about familial love and community against all odds, and a wrenching look at the
lonesome, brutal, and restrictive realities of rural poverty, Salvage the Bones is muscled with poetry, revelatory, and
reveals the taboos and silence that surround this painful episode.
Saving Fish from Drowning by Amy Tan
On an ill-fated art expedition into the southern Shan state of Burma, eleven Americans leave their Floating Island Resort
for a Christmas-morning tour-and disappear. Through twists of fate, curses, and just plain human error, they find
themselves deep in the jungle, where they encounter a tribe awaiting the return of the leader and the mythical book of
wisdom that will protect them from the ravages and destruction of the Myanmar military regime. Saving Fish from
Drowning seduces the reader with a facade of Buddhist illusions, magician's tricks, and light comedy, even as the absurd
and picaresque spiral into a gripping morality tale about the consequences of intentions-both good and bad-and about the
shared responsibility that individuals must accept for the actions of others.
The Sellout by Paul Beatty
A biting satire about a young man's isolated upbringing and the race trial that sends him to the Supreme Court, Paul
Beatty's The Sellout showcases a comic genius at the top of his game. It challenges the sacred tenets of the United
States Constitution, urban life, the civil rights movement, the father-son relationship, and the holy grail of racial equality-the black Chinese restaurant. Born in the "agrarian ghetto" of Dickens--on the southern outskirts of Los Angeles--the
narrator of The Sellout resigns himself to the fate of lower-middle-class Californians. Raised by a single father, a
controversial sociologist, he spent his childhood as the subject in racially charged psychological studies. He is led to
believe that his father's pioneering work will result in a memoir that will solve his family's financial woes. But when his
father is killed in a police shoot-out, he realizes there never was a memoir. Fuelled by this deceit and the general disrepair
of his hometown, the narrator sets out to right another wrong: Dickens has literally been removed from the map to save
California from further embarrassment. Enlisting the help of the town's most famous resident--the last surviving Little
Rascal, Hominy Jenkins--he initiates the most outrageous action conceivable: reinstating slavery and segregating the
local high school, which lands him in the Supreme Court.
The Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes
A novel so compelling that it begs to be read in a single setting, The Sense of an Ending has the psychological and
emotional depth and sophistication of Henry James at his best, and is a stunning new chapter in Julian Barnes's oeuvre.
This intense novel follows Tony Webster, a middle-aged man, as he contends with a past he never thought much about—
until his closest childhood friends return with a vengeance: one of them from the grave, another maddeningly present.
Tony thought he left this all behind as he built a life for himself, and his career has provided him with a secure retirement
and an amicable relationship with his ex-wife and daughter, who now has a family of her own. But when he is presented
with a mysterious legacy, he is forced to revise his estimation of his own nature and place in the world.
The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz Zafón
Barcelona, 1945—A great world city lies shrouded in secrets after the war, and a boy mourning the loss of his mother
finds solace in his love for an extraordinary book called The Shadow of the Wind, by an author named Julian Carax. When
the boy searches for Carax’s other books, it begins to dawn on him, to his horror, that someone has been systematically
destroying every copy of every book the man has ever written. Soon the boy realizes that The Shadow of the Wind is as
dangerous to own as it is impossible to forget, for the mystery of its author’s identity holds the key to an epic story of
murder, madness, and doomed love that someone will go to any lengths to keep secret.
Sister of My Heart by Chita Divakaruni
Despite their differences, since the day on which the two girls were born, the same day their fathers died--mysteriously
and violently--Sudha and Anju have been sisters of the heart. Bonded in ways even their mothers cannot comprehend,
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the two girls grow into womanhood as if their fates as well as their hearts were merged. But, when Sudha learns a dark
family secret, that connection is shattered.
State of Wonder by Ann Patchett
In a narrative replete with poison arrows, devouring snakes, scientific miracles, and spiritual transformations, State of
Wonder presents a world of stunning surprise and danger, rich in emotional resonance and moral complexity. As Dr.
Marina Singh embarks upon an uncertain odyssey into the insect-infested Amazon, she will be forced to surrender herself
to the lush but forbidding world that awaits within the jungle. Charged with finding her former mentor Dr. Annick Swenson,
a researcher who has disappeared while working on a valuable new drug, she will have to confront her own memories of
tragedy and sacrifice as she journeys into the unforgiving heart of darkness. Stirring and luminous, State of Wonder is a
world unto itself, where unlikely beauty stands beside unimaginable loss beneath the rainforest's jeweled canopy.
Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mendel
An audacious, darkly glittering novel set in the eerie days of civilization's collapse, Station Eleven tells the spellbinding
story of a Hollywood star, his would-be savior, and a nomadic group of actors roaming the scattered outposts of the Great
Lakes region, risking everything for art and humanity. Spanning decades, moving back and forth in time, and vividly
depicting life before and after the pandemic, this suspenseful, elegiac novel is rife with beauty. A novel of art, memory,
and ambition, Station Eleven tells a story about the relationships that sustain us, the ephemeral nature of fame, and the
beauty of the world as we know it.
Still Alice by Lisa Genova (non-fiction)
Alice Howland, happily married with three grown children and a house on the Cape, is a celebrated Harvard professor at
the height of her career when she notices a forgetfulness creeping into her life. As confusion starts to cloud her thinking
and her memory begins to fail her, she receives a devastating diagnosis: early onset Alzheimer's disease. Fiercely
independent, Alice struggles to maintain her lifestyle and live in the moment, even as her sense of self is being stripped
away. In turns heartbreaking, inspiring and terrifying, Still Alice captures in remarkable detail what's it's like to literally lose
your mind...

Strengths Based Leadership: Great Leaders, Teams, and Why People Follow by Tom Rath
Two leadership consultants identify three keys to being a more effective leader: knowing your strengths and investing in
others' strengths, getting people with the right strengths on your team, and understanding and meeting the four basic
needs of those who look to you for leadership.
Stuffed and Starved: The Hidden Battle for the World Food System by Raj Patel (non-fiction)
It's a perverse fact of modern life: There are more starving people in the world than ever before, while there are also more
people who are overweight. To find out how we got to this point and what we can do about it, Raj Patel launched a
comprehensive investigation into the global food network. It took him from the colossal supermarkets of California to
India's wrecked paddy-fields and Africa's bankrupt coffee farms, while along the way he ate genetically engineered soy
beans and dodged flying objects in the protestor-packed streets of South Korea. What he found was shocking, from the
false choices given us by supermarkets to a global epidemic of farmer suicides, and real reasons for famine in Asia and
Africa. Yet he also found great cause for hope--in international resistance movements working to create a more
democratic, sustainable and joyful food system. Going beyond ethical consumerism, Patel explains, from seed to store to
plate, the steps to regain control of the global food economy, stop the exploitation of both farmers and consumers, and
rebalance global sustenance.
The Suspect by John Lescroart local author
Carelessly confident that the cops will recognize his innocence when his wife is found murdered, Stuart Gorman tells them
everything-and becomes not only the number-one suspect, but number-one with a bullet. He reluctantly hires lawyer Gina
Roake. Back in the game after a personal loss of her own, Gina knows all too well that innocence is no guarantee of
justice...
Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See
Lisa See explores the lives of a Chinese mother and her daughter who has been adopted by an American couple. Li-yan
and her family align their lives around the seasons and the farming of tea. There is ritual and routine, and it has been ever
thus for generations. When she has a baby outside of wedlock, rather than stand by tradition, Li-yan wraps her daughter
in a blanket and abandons her in the nearest city. After mother and daughter have gone their separate ways, Li-yan slowly
emerges from the security and insularity of her village to encounter modern life while Haley grows up a privileged and
well-loved California girl. Despite Haley's happy home life, she wonders about her origins; and Li-yan longs for her lost
daughter. They both search for and find answers in the tea that has shaped their family's destiny for generations.
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Thinking in Pictures: And Other Reports from My Life with Autism by Temple Grandin (non-fiction)
Temple Grandin, Ph.D., is a gifted animal scientist who has designed one third of all the livestock-handling facilities in the
United States. She also lectures widely on autism because she is autistic, a woman who thinks, feels, and experiences
the world in ways that are incomprehensible to the rest of us. In this unprecedented book, Grandin writes from the dual
perspectives of a scientist and an autistic person. She tells us how she managed to breach the boundaries of autism to
function in the outside world. What emerges is the document of an extraordinary human being, one who gracefully bridges
the gulf between her condition and our own while shedding light on our common identity.
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
Born a generation apart and with very different ideas about love and family, Mariam and Laila are two women brought
jarringly together by war, by loss and by fate. As they endure the ever escalating dangers around them-in their home as
well as in the streets of Kabul-they come to form a bond that makes them both sisters and mother-daughter to each other,
and that will ultimately alter the course not just of their own lives but of the next generation. With heart-wrenching power
and suspense, Hosseini shows how a woman's love for her family can move her to shocking and heroic acts of selfsacrifice, and that in the end it is love, or even the memory of love, that is often the key to survival.
The Tiger’s Wife by Tea Obreht
In a Balkan country mending from war, Natalia, a young doctor, is compelled to unravel the mysterious circumstances
surrounding her beloved grandfather’s recent death. Searching for clues, she turns to his worn copy of The Jungle Book
and the stories he told her of his encounters over the years with “the deathless man.” But most extraordinary of all is the
story her grandfather never told her—the legend of the tiger’s wife.
TigerFish: A Memoir of a South Vietnamese Colonel’s Daughter by Hoang Chi Truong
A memoir of a South Vietnamese Colonel's daughter, chronicling the tumultuous years growing up in the war-torn country
of Vietnam, and the abrupt and brutal regime change that forced her disruptive and disorienting coming of age between
two vastly different cultures.
The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead
Life is hell for all the slaves, but especially bad for Cora; an outcast even among her fellow Africans, she is coming into
womanhood--where even greater pain awaits. When Caesar, a recent arrival from Virginia, tells her about the
Underground Railroad, they decide to take a terrifying risk and escape. Matters do not go as planned--Cora kills a young
white boy who tries to capture her. Though they manage to find a station and head north, they are being hunted. In
Whitehead's ingenious conception, the Underground Railroad is no mere metaphor--engineers and conductors operate a
secret network of tracks and tunnels beneath the Southern soil. Cora and Caesar's first stop is South Carolina, in a city
that initially seems like a haven. But the city's placid surface masks an insidious scheme designed for its black denizens.
And even worse: Ridgeway, the relentless slave catcher, is close on their heels. Forced to flee again, Cora embarks on a
harrowing flight, state by state, seeking true freedom. Like the protagonist of Gulliver's Travels, Cora encounters different
worlds at each stage of her journey--hers is an odyssey through time as well as space. As Whitehead brilliantly re-creates
the unique terrors for black people in the pre-Civil War era, his narrative seamlessly weaves the saga of America from the
brutal importation of Africans to the unfulfilled promises of the present day. The Underground Railroad is at once a kinetic
adventure tale of one woman's ferocious will to escape the horrors of bondage and a shattering, powerful meditation on
the history we all share.
The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce
Meet Harold Fry, recently retired. He lives in a small English village with his wife, Maureen, who seems irritated by almost
everything he does. Little differentiates one day from the next. Then one morning a letter arrives, addressed to Harold in a
shaky scrawl, from a woman he hasn’t heard from in twenty years. Queenie Hennessy is in hospice and is writing to say
goodbye. But before Harold mails off a quick reply, a chance encounter convinces him that he absolutely must deliver his
message to Queenie in person. In his yachting shoes and light coat, Harold Fry embarks on an urgent quest. Determined
to walk six hundred miles to the hospice, Harold believes that as long as he walks, Queenie will live. A novel of charm,
humor, and profound insight into the thoughts and feelings we all bury deep within our hearts.
Unselfie: Why Empathetic Kids Succeed in Our All-About-Me World by Michele Borba
Bestselling author Michele Borba offers a 9-step program to help parents cultivate empathy in children, from birth to young
adulthood--and explains why developing a healthy sense of empathy is a key predictor of which kids will thrive and
succeed in the future. Teens today are 40 percent less empathetic than they were thirty years ago. Why is a lack of
empathy so dangerous? It hurts kids' academic performance and leads to bullying behaviors. Also, it correlates with more
cheating and less resilience. And once children grow up, a lack of empathy hampers their ability to collaborate, innovate,
and problem-solve--all must-have skills for the global economy. In UnSelfie Dr. Borba pinpoints the forces causing the
empathy crisis and shares a revolutionary, researched-based, 9-step plan for reversing it.
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The Vagrants by Yiyun Li
As morning dawns on the provincial city of Muddy River, a spirited young woman, Gu Shan, once a devoted follower of
Chairman Mao, has renounced her faith in Communism. Now a political prisoner, she is to be executed for her dissent.
While Gu Shan’s distraught mother makes bold decisions, her father begins to retreat into memories. Neither of them
imagines that their daughter’s death will have profound and far-reaching effects, in Muddy River and beyond. Among the
characters affected are Kai, a beautiful radio announcer who is married to a man from a powerful family; Tong, a lonely
seven-year-old boy; and Nini, a hungry young girl. Beijing is being rocked by the Democratic Wall Movement, an antiCommunist groundswell designed to move the country toward a more enlightened and open society, but the government
backlash will be severe. In this spellbinding novel, the brilliant Yiyun Li gives us a powerful and beautiful portrait of human
courage and despair in dramatic times.
We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves by Karen Joy Fowler
The New York Times bestselling author of The Jane Austen Book Club introduces a middle-class American family,
ordinary in every way but one. Meet the Cooke family: Mother and Dad, brother Lowell, sister Fern, and Rosemary, who
begins her story in the middle. She has her reasons. “I was raised with a chimpanzee,” she explains. “I tell you Fern was a
chimp and already you aren’t thinking of her as my sister. But until Fern’s expulsion … she was my twin, my funhouse
mirror, my whirlwind other half and I loved her as a sister.” As a child, Rosemary never stopped talking. Then, something
happened, and Rosemary wrapped herself in silence. In We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves, Karen Joy Fowler
weaves her most accomplished work to date—a tale of loving but fallible people whose well-intentioned actions lead to
heartbreaking consequences.
We Should All Be Feminists by Chimamanda Ngosi Adichie (non-fiction)
The highly acclaimed, provocative New York Times bestseller—a personal, eloquently-argued essay, adapted from the
much-admired TEDx talk of the same name—from Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, award-winning author
of Americanah. Here she offers readers a unique definition of feminism for the twenty-first century, one rooted in inclusion
and awareness. Drawing extensively on her own experiences and her deep understanding of the often masked realities of
sexual politics, here is one remarkable author’s exploration of what it means to be a woman now—and an of-the-moment
rallying cry for why we should all be feminists.
The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish
Set in London of the 1660s and of the early twenty-first century, The Weight of Ink is the interwoven tale of two women of
remarkable intellect: Ester Velasquez, an emigrant from Amsterdam who is permitted to scribe for a blind rabbi, just
before the plague hits the city; and Helen Watt, an ailing historian with a love of Jewish history. As the novel opens, Helen
has been summoned by a former student to view a cache of seventeenth-century Jewish documents newly discovered in
his home during a renovation. Enlisting the help of Aaron Levy, an American graduate student as impatient as he is
charming, and in a race with another fast-moving team of historians, Helen embarks on one last project: to determine the
identity of the documents' scribe, the elusive "Aleph." Electrifying and ambitious, sweeping in scope and intimate in tone,
The Weight of Ink is a sophisticated work of historical fiction about women separated by centuries, and the choices and
sacrifices they must make in order to reconcile the life of the heart and mind.
The Weird Sisters by Eleanor Brown
This is the "delightful" (People) New York Times bestseller that's earned raves from Sarah Blake, Helen Simonson, and
reviewers everywhere-the story of three sisters who love each other, but just don't happen to like each other very
much...Three sisters have returned to their childhood home, reuniting the eccentric Andreas family. Here, books are a
passion (there is no problem a library card can't solve) and TV is something other people watch. Their father-a professor
of Shakespeare who speaks almost exclusively in verse-named them after the Bard's heroines. It's a lot to live up to. The
sisters have a hard time communicating with their parents and their lovers, but especially with one another. What can the
shy homebody eldest sister, the fast-living middle child, and the bohemian youngest sibling have in common? Only that
none has found life to be what was expected; and now, faced with their parents' frailty and their own personal
disappointments, not even a book can solve what ails them...
When We Were Colored: A Mother’s Story by Eva Rutland (non-fiction) local author
Eva Rutland, author of more than 20 novels, presents the timely and relevant story, first published in 1964, of her life in
the years before integration, before affirmative action--when segregation was the norm, discrimination was legally
tolerated, and blacks were second-class citizens (from the introduction). Her story is poignant at times, uproariously funny
at others, and always down-to-earth.
Where’d You Go, Bernadette by Maria Semple
Bernadette Fox is notorious. To her Microsoft-guru husband, she's a fearlessly opinionated partner; to fellow privateschool mothers in Seattle, she's a disgrace; to design mavens, she's a revolutionary architect, and to 15-year-old Bee,
she is a best friend and, simply, Mom. Then Bernadette disappears. It began when Bee aced her report card and claimed
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her promised reward: a family trip to Antarctica. But Bernadette's intensifying allergy to Seattle--and people in general-has made her so agoraphobic that a virtual assistant in India now runs her most basic errands. A trip to the end of the
earth is problematic. To find her mother, Bee compiles email messages, official documents, secret correspondence-creating a compulsively readable and touching novel about misplaced genius and a mother and daughter's role in an
absurd world.

Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail by Cheryl Strayed (non-fiction)
A powerful, blazingly honest memoir: the story of an eleven-hundred-mile solo hike that broke down a young woman
reeling from catastrophe “and built her back up again. At twenty-two, Cheryl Strayed thought she had lost everything. In
the wake of her mother’s death, her family scattered and her own marriage was soon destroyed. Four years later, with
nothing more to lose, she made the most impulsive decision of her life: to hike the Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave
Desert through California and Oregon to Washington State “and to do it alone. She had no experience as a long-distance
hiker, and the trail was little more than an idea, vague and outlandish and full of promise. But it was a promise of piecing
back together a life that had come undone. Strayed faces down rattlesnakes and black bears, intense heat and record
snowfalls, and both the beauty and loneliness of the trail. Told with great suspense and style, sparkling with warmth and
humor, Wild vividly captures the terrors and pleasures of one young woman forging ahead against all odds on a journey
that maddened, strengthened, and ultimately healed her.
The Wright Brothers by David McCullough (non-fiction)
The dramatic story-behind-the-story about the courageous brothers who taught the world how to fly--Wilbur and Orville
Wright. On a winter day in 1903, in the Outer Banks of North Carolina, two brothers--bicycle mechanics from Dayton,
Ohio--changed history. But it would take the world some time to believe that the age of flight had begun, with the first
powered machine carrying a pilot. McCullough draws on the extensive Wright family papers to profile not only the brothers
but their sister, Katharine, without whom things might well have gone differently for them.
The Yiddish Policemen’s Union by Michael Chabon
For sixty years Jewish refugees and their descendants have prospered in the Federal District of Sitka, a "temporary" safe
haven created in the wake of the Holocaust and the shocking 1948 collapse of the fledgling state of Israel. The Jews of
the Sitka District have created their own little world in the Alaskan panhandle, a vibrant and complex frontier city that
moves to the music of Yiddish. But now the District is set to revert to Alaskan control, and their dream is coming to an
end. Homicide detective Meyer Landsman of the District Police has enough problems without worrying about the
upcoming Reversion. His life is a shambles, his marriage a wreck, his career a disaster. And in the cheap hotel where
Landsman has washed up, someone has just committed a murder—right under his nose. When he begins to investigate
the killing of his neighbor, a former chess prodigy, word comes down from on high that the case is to be dropped
immediately, and Landsman finds himself contending with all the powerful forces of faith, obsession, evil, and salvation
that are his heritage. At once a gripping whodunit, a love story, and an exploration of the mysteries of exile and
redemption.
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Juvenile and Young Adult Titles
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian
Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an
all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully
written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with
poignant drawings by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native
American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live. With a forward by Markus Zusak,
interviews with Sherman Alexie and Ellen Forney, and four-color interior art throughout, this edition is perfect for fans and
collectors alike.
The Alchemyst by Michael Scott
He holds the secret that can end the world. The truth: Nicholas Flamel was born in Paris on September 28, 1330. Nearly
700 years later, he is acknowledged as the greatest Alchemyst of his day. It is said that he discovered the secret of
eternal life. The records show that he died in 1418. But his tomb is empty. The legend: Nicholas Flamel lives. But only
because he has been making the elixir of life for centuries. The secret of eternal life is hidden within the book he
protects—the Book of Abraham the Mage. It's the most powerful book that has ever existed. In the wrong hands, it will
destroy the world. That's exactly what Dr. John Dee plans to do when he steals it. Humankind won't know what's
happening until it's too late. And if the prophecy is right, Sophie and Josh Newman are the only ones with the power to
save the world as we know it. Sometimes legends are true. And Sophie and Josh Newman are about to find themselves in
the middle of the greatest legend of all time.
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer
Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is a millionaire, a genius—and, above all, a criminal mastermind. But even Artemis doesn’t
know what he’s taken on when he kidnaps a fairy, Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon Unit. These aren’t the fairies of
bedtime stories; these fairies are armed and dangerous. Artemis thinks he has them right where he wants them…but then
they stop playing by the rules.
Awkward by Svetlana Chmakova
After shunning Jaime, the school nerd, on her first day at a new middle school, Penelope Torres tries to blend in with her
new friends in the art club, until the art club goes to war with the science club, of which Jaime is a member.
Becoming Naomi Leon by Pam Munoz Ryan
Naomi Soledad Leon Outlaw has had a lot to contend with in her young life, her name for one. Then there are her clothes
(sewn in polyester by Gram), her difficulty speaking up, & her status at school as "nobody special." But according to
Gram's self-prophecies, most problems can be overcome with positive thinking. Luckily, Naomi also has her carving to
strengthen her spirit. And life with Gram & her little brother, Owen, is happy & peaceful. That is, until their mother
reappears after 7 years of being gone, stirring up all sorts of questions & challenging Naomi to discover who she really is.
The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak
It’s just a small story really, about among other things: a girl, some words, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a
Jewish fist-fighter, and quite a lot of thievery. . . Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s groundbreaking new
novel is the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager existence for
herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster
father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish
man hidden in her basement before he is marched to Dachau. This is an unforgettable story about the ability of books to
feed the soul.
Cirque du Freak by Darren Shan
Two boys who are best friends visit an illegal freak show, where an encounter with a vampire and a deadly spider forces
them to make life-changing choices.
The Distance Between Us: Young Reader’s Edition by Reyna Grande
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“At the age of 8, Reyna Grande made the dangerous and illegal trek across the border from Mexico to the United States,
and discovered that the American Dream is much more complicated than it seemed.” –Provided by publisher
Fullmetal Alchemist by Hiromu Arakawa
Alchemy: The mystical power to alter the natural world; something between magic, art and science. When two brothers,
Edward and Alphonse Elric, dabbled in this power to grant their dearest wish, one of them lost an arm and a leg...and the
other became nothing but a soul locked into a body of living steel. Now Edward is an agent of the government, a slave of
the military-alchemical complex, using his unique powers to obey orders...even to kill. Except his powers aren't unique.
The world has been ravaged by the abuse of alchemy. And in pursuit of the ultimate alchemical treasure, the
Philosopher's Stone, their enemies are even more ruthless than they are?
Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai
Inside Out and Back Again is a New York Times bestseller, a Newbery Honor Book, and a winner of the National Book
Award! Inspired by the author's childhood experience of fleeing Vietnam after the Fall of Saigon and immigrating to
Alabama, this coming-of-age debut novel told in verse has been celebrated for its touching child's-eye view of family and
immigration. Hà has only ever known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its traditions, and the warmth of her
friends close by. But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. Hà and her family are forced to flee as Saigon falls,
and they board a ship headed toward hope—toward America. This moving story of one girl's year of change, dreams,
grief, and healing received four starred reviews, including one from Kirkus which proclaimed it "enlightening, poignant, and
unexpectedly funny."
The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine
As twelve-year-old Marlee starts middle school in 1958 Little Rock, it feels like her whole world is falling apart. Until she
meets Liz, the new girl at school. Liz is everything Marlee wishes she could be: she's brave, brash and always knows the
right thing to say. But when Liz leaves school without even a good-bye, the rumor is that Liz was caught passing for white.
Marlee decides that doesn't matter. She just wants her friend back. And to stay friends, Marlee and Liz are even willing to
take on segregation and the dangers their friendship could bring to both their families.
Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment by James Patterson
In James Patterson's blockbuster series, fourteen-year-old Maximum Ride, better known as Max, knows what it's like to
soar above the world. She and all the members of the "flock"--Fang, Iggy, Nudge, Gasman and Angel--are just like
ordinary kids--only they have wings and can fly. It may seem like a dream come true to some, but their lives can morph
into a living nightmare at any time...like when Angel, the youngest member of the flock, is kidnapped and taken back to
the "School" where she and the others were experimented on by a crew of whack jobs. Her friends brave a journey to
blazing hot Death Valley, CA, to save Angel, but soon enough, they find themselves in yet another nightmare--this one
involving fighting off the half-human, half-wolf "Erasers" in New York City. Whether in the treetops of Central Park or in the
bowels of the Manhattan subway system, Max and her adopted family take the ride of their lives. Along the way Max
discovers from her old friend and father-figure Jeb--now her betrayed and greatest enemy--that her purpose is save the
world--but can she?
Meanwhile by Jason Shiga
In this choose-your-own adventure graphic novel, a boy stumbles on the laboratory of a mad scientist who asks him to
choose between testing a mind-reading device, a time machine, and a doomsday machine.
Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson
Don't even think of starting this book unless you're sitting in a comfortable chair and have lots of time. A fast-paced,
impossible-to-put-down adventure awaits as the young orphan Peter and his mates are dispatched to an island ruled by
the evil King Zarboff. They set sail aboard the Never Land, a ship carrying a precious and mysterious trunk in its cargo
hold, and the journey quickly becomes fraught with excitement and danger. Discover richly developed characters in the
sweet but sophisticated Molly, the scary but familiar Black Stache, and the fearless Peter. Treacherous battles with
pirates, foreboding thunderstorms at sea, and evocative writing immerses the reader in a story that slowly and finally
reveals the secrets and mysteries of the beloved Peter Pan.
Pride of Baghdad by Brian K. Vaughan
Inspired by true events, this graphic novel examines life on the streets of war-torn Iraq, raising questions about the
meaning of liberation through the experiences of four lions who escaped from the Baghdad Zoo during a raid.
Return to Sender by Julia Alvarez
After Tyler's father is injured in a tractor accident, his family is forced to hire migrant Mexican workers to help save their
Vermont farm from foreclosure. Tyler isn’t sure what to make of these workers. Are they undocumented? And what about
the three daughters, particularly Mari, the oldest, who is proud of her Mexican heritage but also increasingly connected
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with her American life. Her family lives in constant fear of being discovered by the authorities and sent back to the poverty
they left behind in Mexico. Can Tyler and Mari find a way to be friends despite their differences? In a novel full of hope,
but no easy answers, Julia Alvarez weaves a beautiful and timely story that will stay with readers long after they finish it.
Runaways by Brian K. Vaughan
They were six normal teenagers linked only by their wealthy parents' annual business meeting...until a chance discovery
revealed the shocking truth: their parents are the secret criminal society known as the Pride. For years, the Pride
controlled all criminal activity in Los Angeles, ruling the city with an iron fist...and now, with their true natures exposed, the
Pride will take any measures necessary to protect their organization--even if it means taking out their own children. Now
on the run from their villainous parents, Nico, Chase, Karolina, Gertrude, Molly and Alex have only each other to rely on.
Smile by Raina Telgemeier
An autobiography in graphic novel format describes how the author lost two of her front teeth in an accident when she
was twelve, and her subsequent struggles with various corrective dental techniques throughout adolescence.
Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher
You can't stop the future. You can't rewind the past. The only way to learn the secret . . . is to press play. Clay Jensen
returns home from school to find a strange package with his name on it lying on his porch. Inside he discovers several
cassette tapes recorded by Hannah Baker--his classmate and crush--who committed suicide two weeks earlier. Hannah's
voice tells him that there are thirteen reasons why she decided to end her life. Clay is one of them. If he listens, he'll find
out why. Clay spends the night crisscrossing his town with Hannah as his guide. He becomes a firsthand witness to
Hannah's pain, and as he follows Hannah's recorded words throughout his town, what he discovers changes his life
forever.
The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin
The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together an unlikely assortment of heirs who must uncover the
circumstances of his death before they can claim their inheritance.
Wonder by R.J. Palacio
The extraordinary bestseller that has captivated over 1 million readers and inspired a movement to choose kind. I won't
describe what I look like. Whatever you're thinking, it's probably worse. August Pullman was born with a facial difference
that, up until now, has prevented him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants
nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid--but his new classmates can't get past Auggie's extraordinary face.
Wonder, begins from Auggie's point of view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and
others. These perspectives converge in a portrait of one community's struggle with empathy, compassion, and
acceptance. In a world where bullying among young people is an epidemic, this is a refreshing new narrative full of heart
and hope. R.J. Palacio has called her debut novel "a meditation on kindness" --indeed, every reader will come away with
a greater appreciation for the simple courage of friendship. Auggie is a hero to root for, a diamond in the rough who
proves that you can't blend in when you were born to stand out.
A Wrinkle in Time: The Graphic Novel by Hope Larson
A graphic novel adaptation of the classic tale in which Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly
strangers and a search for Meg's father, who has disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government.
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